
Department of Philosophy, Fordham University
PHIL 3360 M R 10:00-11:15am LL 506

Metaphysics

I Instructor Information

Name: Dr. Bradley Rettler
Office: Lowenstein 921B
Office Hours: Monday 11:15-12:30, Tuesday 1-3, and by appointment
E-mail: rettlerb@gmail.com
Course Website: http://metaphysics.bradleyrettler.com

II Course Description

Metaphysics is the attempt to give a description of the world, in the most general (yet
interesting) terms possible. Some of the questions metaphysics tries to answer that we’ll
be discussing this semester are:

1. What is there?

2. What do we mean when we ask, “What is there?”

3. What does it take to be necessary? Contingent? Possible?

4. How do objects exist at different times?

5. What is time?

6. What are we?

7. Are we free?

We will then apply the insights, methods, and tools of metaphysics to issues you choose.

III Required Readings

You are required to purchase one book: Metaphysics: An Anthology, 2nd edition, edited
by Jaegwon Kim, Daniel Korman, and Ernest Sosa. Other readings will be available on
the course website.

IV Evaluation

You will have option to take Track 1 or Track 2. I encourage those who are hoping to
go to graduate school in philosophy to take Track 1. Others can choose either track.

Track 1:

75% of your grade for the course will be for one original paper of approxi-
mately 5,000 words. 10% will be for class participation. Additionally:

http://metaphysics.bradleyrettler.com
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1) Around a third of the way through the semester (Feb 15), you’ll come
to office hours for about a half hour to talk metaphysics. You should have
some idea of what general topics in metaphysics you are interested in, or some
particular puzzle you want to solve or question you want to answer. We’ll talk
about those things and your thoughts on them. I’ll give you further reading
that isn’t on the syllabus. (5%)
2) About halfway through the semester (Mar 10), we’ll meet again. You should
have read most of the further reading. We’ll talk about it and your thoughts
on it. I will give you a bit more reading. (5%)
3) About two thirds of the way through the semester (Apr 4), we’ll meet
again. You should have done all of the reading I’ve assigned, and more besides.
You should have also started working on the paper. We’ll talk through your
argument thus far. (5%)
4) I will read drafts of papers if and only if they are submitted by April 17.

Track 2:

1) Five times during the semester, and on at least three different sections (e.g.,
ontology, modality) you will write a one-page critical response paper and email
it to me by 11:59pm the night before class. The paper can include questions
(phrased as precisely as possible) and/or objections. Each will be 5% of your
grade, so 25% total. Late papers are 10% off per day late.
2) You will write one 2,000 word paper on a topic related to the course. You
will meet with me around the halfway point of the semester (March 19) to talk
through potential topics. This will be 35% of your grade. I will read one-page
outlines if and only if they are submitted by April 17. Late papers will be 10%
off per day late.
3) You will have a final exam comprised of a half dozen or so short essay
questions on the readings. This will be 30% of your grade.
4) You will come to each class having done the reading and prepared a few
thoughts or questions in order to participate. This will be 10% of your grade.

V Honor Code

All students are expected to abide by the AcademicHonor Code. Students are not allowed
to write papers together, although verbal discussion of one’s paper (with anyone) is
not only permitted but encouraged. Any use of outside sources for specific ideas or
arguments must be properly cited. Plagiarism is easily detectable and will absolutely
not be tolerated. The University provides guidelines on what constitutes plagiarism here:
https://www.fordham.edu/info/25380/undergraduate−academic−integrity−policy. You are
strongly encouraged to read that document. If you have any doubt about the appropri-
ateness of any action, please check with me.

https://www.fordham.edu/info/25380/undergraduate$_{-}$academic$_{-}$integrity$_{-}$policy
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VI Students with Disabilities

I am happy to accommodate students with disabilities. Students desiring accommoda-
tions on the basis of physical, learning, or psychological disability for this class should
contact the Office of Disability Services. They are located in the Lower Level of O’Hare
Hall, and can be reached by email at disabilityservices@fordham.edu or by phone at
718.817.0655.

VII Title IX Office

If you or someone you know would like help related to an experience of sexual violence
including sexual assault, harassment, domestic violence, dating violence, stalking or other
type of non-consensual sexual conduct, please contact Anastasia Coleman, the Title IX
Coordinator at Fordham, by email at TitleIX@Fordham.edu or phone at 718.817.3112.
I am (along with all faculty and staff members) a mandatory reporter; if I learn of any
incident of sexual violence or misconduct, I am legally required to report it.

VIII Expected Schedule

The readings are to be done by the day for which they are scheduled. For those doing track 2, late
reaction papers will not be accepted. Late final papers will receive 10% off per day late.

Jan 18: Introduction: What is Metaphysics?

Ontology
Jan 22: Quine - “On What There Is”

Jan 25: Lewis and Lewis- “Holes”
Jan 29: van Inwagen - “Meta-ontology”

Feb 1: Schaffer - “On What Grounds What”
Feb 5: Ontology, Review

Modality
Feb 8: Lewis - “A Philosopher’s Paradise”

Feb 12: Lewis, continued

Persistence
Feb 15: Lewis - “The Problem of Temporary Intrinsics”

Feb 20 (TUESDAY): Thomson - “Parthood and Identity Across Time”
Feb 22: Haslanger - “Endurance and Temporary Intrinsics”
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Time
Feb 26: McTaggart - “The Unreality of Time”
March 1: Sider - “Against Presentism”

Free will
March 5: Richard Taylor - “Fatalism”
March 8: van Inwagen - The Consequence Argument

Composition
March 12: Sider - “The Argument from Vagueness”
March 15: Vagueness, Continued

March 19: van Inwagen - Material Beings, Chapters 2,9
March 22: NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK

March 26: NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK
March 29: NO CLASS – EASTER

April 2: NO CLASS – EASTER

Human Persons
April 5: Olson - “An Argument for Animalism”

April 9: Lynne Rudder Baker - “The Ontological Status of Persons”

To Be Determined by Poll*
April 12: TBD

April 16: TBD
April 19: TBD

April 23: TBD
April 26: TBD

April 30: TBD
May 3: TBD Final Papers Due (for Track 2)

Dec 13: Final Exam, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

*About halfway through the semester I will have you vote on what topics we should spend the last
four weeks of class discussing. Potential topics include the following; feel free to email me any you’d
like to add:

- Causation
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- Metaphysics of Artworks

- Metaphysics of Disability

- Metaphysics of Fictional Characters

- Metaphysics of Gender

- Metaphysics of Race

- Metaphysics of Sexual Orientation

- Theories of Objects
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