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In Eugenia Collier’s short story ”Marigolds,” Lizabeth gains a new awareness of
compassion. Early in the story, Lizabeth is a self-centered child. When she childishly
taunts Miss Lottie during an attack on the old lady’s beautiful marigolds, she confesses, ”I
lost my head entirely” (). As a child, Lizabeth does not think of the consequences of her
actions or the effect of her outburst on Miss Lottie. Instead, she acts on impulse, as one
without experience is apt to do. Because Lizabeth has no experience of cruelty and believes
selfishness is the only form of contentment, she has no compassion. Hence, Lizabeth’s
taunting ofMiss Lottie reveals her lack of compassion. Suddenly, however, she understands
the extent of the damage she has done. In Lizabeth’s eyes, Miss Lottie transforms from a
witch to a ”broken old woman” who had ”dared to create beauty” in her poverty-stricken
surroundings (). After Lizabeth returns to completely demolish the marigolds, she sees
Miss Lottie in this new light. For the first time Lizabeth feels shame and remorse for her
actions. Finally, Lizabeth feels for someone else for the first time. When she exchanges her
ignorance for compassion, she can only stand and faceMiss Lottie and look ”beyond myself
and into the depths of another human being (). (Analysis) Due to the haggard look on
Miss Lottie’s face, Lizabeth realizes that another human being suffers, that all people suffer.
From this new insight, she gains empathy. In conclusion, Lizabeth illustrates one of life’s
greatest gains and losses as she moves from childhood innocence to adult reality.

Of all the cookies in the world, I love sugar cookies the best. One reason I adore them
is because they remind me of the holidays. My mother always makes a gigantic container of
frosted sugar cookies at Christmas, and they rarely last until the holiday arrives! Secondly,
they are sweet without being overly so. Our family recipe uses a secret flavoring that gives
them a slightly nutty flavor instead of a sugary one. Lastly, I love sugar cookies because of
their texture. I roll the dough out so they are thick and then slightly underbake them so
they remain chewy. I�d take a sugar cookie over any other kind, any time.



American paleontologist Stephen Jay Gould was one of the most popular and highly
regarded science writers of the late th century. All  of the monthly columns that he
wrote for Natural History magazine were collected in books, and his numerous awards
include the National Book Award (), the Distinguished Scientist Award (),
Humanist of the Year (), and the Darwin-Wallace Medal (). Gould was also a
devoted baseball fan. In his essay ”e Streak of Streaks” (first published in e New York
Review of Books in ), he explored the significance of Joe Dimaggio’s -game hitting
streak in , generally considered to be ”the greatest accomplishment in the history of
baseball, if not all modern sport.” In the follow excerpt from that essay, Gould relies on
examples and statistics to explain–and debunk–the popular belief known as ”hot hands,” a
version of the gambler’s fallacy.

English is the language spoken throughout most of Canada, but in Quebec, the most
populated province, and in areas near Quebec, French is the first language. Because of this,
Canadians recognize French and English as official languages that are used in business and
government. Many people are bilingual and easily go from French to English and vice versa
when speaking with tourists. e farther west you go, the more English you’ll hear, but it
is common to meet people throughout the country who are familiar with both languages.

If I had listened to my teachers who encouraged me stay in college, I would be in a much
better financial position today. Instead, when I was nineteen, I dropped out of college and
drifted from one job to another. At first, It felt good to have money while friends of mine
who remained in college were always broke, but soon I realized my mistake. Friends of
mine who graduated with degrees in business and science were suddenly making three or
four times what I was making as a manager of a shoe store. In addition, I began to feel as
though my education was incomplete. Something was missing frommy life. Gradually, the
consequences of my short-term thinking became evident; therefore, At the age of twenty-
five, I returned to college to pursue a degree in business administration.




